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Upland cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season contained large proportions of medium-staple, 
desirable-mike and high-strength cotton, according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural 

Marketing Service. Cotton stapling 34, the predominant length, accounted for 45 percent of total 

ginnings, the largest percentage in seven years. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 range comprised 90 

Percent of this season's ginnings, equal to last year's record-high. Cotton testing 80,000 pounds 
Per square inch and stronger was equivalent to 88 percent of ginnings through October 31 compared 

with 65 percent a year earlier. Middling (31) and higher White grades accounted for the smallest 

percentage of ginnings prior to November 1 since quality records became available, while Low Mid- 

dling (51) accounted for the largest percentage on record. 


The grade index of upland cotton ginned prior to November 1, this season was 91.5 (Middling White = 
100) compared with 92.2 a year earlier. Middling (31) and higher White grades accounted for 13 
percent of upland ginnings prior to November 1. This is the smallest percentage for any similar 
period on record and compares with 17 percent a year earlier. The White grades below Middling 
comprised 65 percent of total ginnings against 59 percent a year ago. Low Middling (51) accounted 
for 18 percent of this season's ginnings through October 31, the largest percentage on record. 

The Light Spotted grades were equivalent to 20 percent of total ginnings against 22 percent last 
season. 


The average staple of upland cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season was 34.2 thirty-seconds 
inches compared with 34.6 in the same period last season. Cotton stapling 30 and shorter accounted 
for three percent of ginnings through October 31, the smallest percentage in these shorter lengths 
for any comparable period on record. The staples 31 and 32, combined, were equivalent to six per- 
cent of total ginnings against three percent a year earlier. Fifty-two percent of this season's 
ginnings stapled 33 and 34, up considerably from a year ago when 27 percent of ginnings was in 
these two lengths. The staples 35 and longer comprised 40 percent of ginnings prior to November 1 
compared with 66 percent a year ago. 


The supply of upland cotton prior to November 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 
nearly 10.1 million bales. This compares with last season's supply to the same date of close to 
8.8 million bales. Despite the sharp increase in total supply, the supplies of Middling and higher 
grades were down about a quarter million bales. The largest increase in the grade distribution of 
the supply was in Low Middling (51) and Low Middling Plus (50) which, in the aggregate, was up more 
than three-fourths million bales. Supplies of Strict Low Middling (41) and Strict Low Middling 
Plus (40) were up nearly a half million bales from a year earlier. Light Spotted cotton was small- 
er in volume than a year earlier but the supply of Spotted was up from a year earlier. The staple 
distribution of the supply prior to November 1 indicates that supplies of all lengths from 28 
through 34 were up sharply from a year earlier with the largest increase - 1.5 million bales - oc- 
curring in staple 34. Cotton stapling 35 through 39 was down from a year ago with the sharpest de- 
erease occurring in staple 35, the supply of which was down nearly three-fourths of a million bales. 


American Pima cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season contained smaller proportions of the 
higher grades and longer staples than a year ago. Grades 3 and higher accounted for 48 percent of 
ginnings through October 31 compared with 58 percent in the same period last season. The staples 
46 and longer were equivalent to 11 percent of total ginnings against 30 percent a year ago. Gin- 
nings of American Pima cotton totaled 8,900 bales prior to November 1 compared with 10,200 bales a 


year ago. 


Cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season totaled 6,850,000 bales, according to the Bureau of 
the Census. This compares with ginnings of 4,604,000 bales to the corresponding date last season 
and 4,163,000 bales two years ago. This season's ginnings through October 31 were equivalent to 
49 percent of the indicated 1972 crop compared: with 45 percent a year earlier and 41 percent two 


years ago. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to November 1, 1972 with 1971 comparisons, by states aby 


Grade reductions 


State Grass Bark Other causes Total reductions 
1971 1972 1971 1972 1971 1972 1971 1972 
North Carolina 8.5 13.9 Ore! - - - 8.6 13.9 
South Carolina 118 13 ORS * * - ese eka} 
Georgia 5.8 4.1 3:50 0.4 * 8.8 4.5 
Florida 7 2 6.3 0x5 OoL Ons Ore Lees Ore 
Alabama 8.8 Ges Ox1 * Dial . 9.0 Ons 
Mississippi Ae 6.9 Ore Ol On: lina! leer ial: 
Tennessee 9.9 Be O - Onl Ol * 10.0 iS roy 
Missouri 2.8 io Orn Ores Ore! Oru 3 40 le 
Arkansas 6 oH 4.9 (@)sak 0.2 Orn Or 6.9 Die 
Louisiana WAS 4.5 OnZ gal WS - Tae! 4.6 
Oklahoma eS rent 3.0 0.9 LO} eal 5.4 Zao 
Texas 5.3 3.4 9.1 9.7 * 14.4 ilS\ee 
New Mexico ree ee Dob * “ * eS hee 
Arizona 56 S.3 Ola/ Or! * O) stil Crs Se 
California 2e8 Si * * One * 3.0 Blof 
Other es - - - - - less = 
United States Hes Diese ale yew Os1 * 9.0 6.9 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple a/ 












Grade 


October 1-31 
and 


Season through October 31 








Staple 
Grade Bales Bales Pet. Pet. Bales Bales Pet. Pct. 
1 (10) - - - = - - ~ ~ 
2 (20) 509" | 187 5.0 269 509 193 5.0 2ce 
3 (30) 5,428 3,940 53,4 [47.4 5,428 4,097 we.4, 45.8 
4 (40) 3,793 3,760 87.2, 45.2 3,793 4,095 Bi .S— 45.7 
5 (50) 281 414 2.8 5.0 281 516 2.8 5.8 
6 (60) 137 10 1.3 O21 i37 46 1.3 O.5 
7 (70) - - - - - - - - 
8 (80) - - - - - - F m 
9 (90) 24 - 0.2 - 24 = 0.2 “ 
10 (00) - - - - - - - - 

Total 10,172 Gy sid) | 100.02 100.0 10,172 8;9474.100.0% 100.0 





Staple Code (32nd inches) 
40 and shorter - - - - ~ - Ee = 


42 - - ~ - - - - - 
44 7 1295 7,926) Be 71k7 | e842 7,295 7,946 71.7 88.8 
46 2,877 96805 2e.s4, tise 2,877 100118 BPELS” 11.2 


48 and longer ~ ~ - - - ms s a 


Total LOR Lie Seo LL 100.0 100.0 LOR 2 8,947 HOO; OR LOO. 0 


ap Data for current season are preliminary. 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to November 1, 1972 with 1971 comparisons, by states 











———teUnd Fed: ovat 
New Mexico Arizona eh 


Readings 






Percent Percent Percent Percent 

2.4 and below - - = = = = = = 
Ceo - Es = = = = = 2 
2.0 - - = = = A = ag 
Zeal, - 0.3 - - - - - OK2 
2.8 - 0.3 ~ - - - - 0.2 
aoe - Ok - - - - ~ 0.4 
SyA0 - ZeD - - - - - 2 J) 
S\aik - Cee - - - os - 8 
Se One 8.6 oe - - 0.6 0.2 70 
Ses CeO Shih - lS fous, - ~ ies Sree 
3.4 te Sion. One 42.9 Zao - ZS a0 
B65) 9.2 TS - - 5.4 - S/ieel, JOC 
30 ORS 13/5 250 28.8 5.0) Wie 9.0 Overs 
Sct 13.5 10.8 24.6 0.4 9.0 Pei ZS 9.1 
3.0 16.6 14.0 12760 eS 1053 16%3 14.5 13.6 
3.9 14.8 5.9 G2 12.4 70 ie 14.9 Greil: 
4.0 WOh, 7/ 7.4 12.6 - e759 24.8 269 10.2 
4.1 LOS Oni, 12.6 - S36 15'S LO De3 
4.2 Del 3.4 - ~ ec N/a ew Sie) 
4.3 Sie O eS) - - 350 Caeth, BioZ TO 
4.4 avee On re C - - LO 1.4 O26 
4.5 0.2 - - ~ - ~ Os - 
4.6 - - - - 0.9 - Ore - 
4.7 = = = = = = ca = 
4.8 = = = = = = = = 
4.9 - = = = = = = - 
5.0 and above = = = = = = = = 
SSS... SSS... 
Total 100.6 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
eo Taam 
Average mike 3.8 Side S09 Sie Bo 4.0 3.9 Sh 
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